
The Results of FOIA Appeals by Agency, 1998 
Department /Agency Appeals 

Received 
Appeals 

Processed 
Backlog 

1998 
Percent 
Backlog Full Grant Partial 

Grant 
Percent 
Granted 

Denial 
Upheld Other* 

Agriculture 279 186 93 50% 38 51 48% 97 69
Commerce    71 56 15 27% 7  16 41% 14 19
Defense       1,096 1,098 — 0% 38 118 14% 647 270
Education  24 15 9 60% 2   1 20% 9 3
Energy 111 115 — 0% 4 36 35% 51 82
HUD       4 33 — 0% 3 3 18% 21 6
Interior 246 209 37 18% 87  42 62% 70 66
Justice 4,263 3,626 637 18% 115   425 15% 911 2,175
Labor 297 458 — 0% 48 98 32% 66 246
State 154 179 — 0% 20 93 63% 50 16
Transportation       266 334 — 0% 34 32 20% 202 75
Treasury  1,859 2,421 — 0% 135  174 13% 486 1,765
AID      8 9 — 0% 2 4 67% 3 4
CIA 218 195 23 12% 2   37 20% 156 39
CPSC       43 43 — 0% 0 6 14% 32 5
EEOC      326 326 — 0% 22 129 46% 127 48
EPA    124 38 86 226% 1  8 24% 12 39
GSA 17 17 — 0% 3 4 41% 5 5
NARA       15 14 1 7% 1 1 14% 11 9
NASA 14 24 — 0% 2 5 29% 15 9
NLRB       39 40 — 0% 3 3 15% 31 5
NRC 16 17 — 0% 3 3 35% 6 10
NSF      4 3 1 0% 0 2 67% 1 —
SEC       14 28 — 0% 1 2 11% 21 7
SBA      32 30 2 7% 1 15 53% 11 11

Subtotal    9,540 9,514 904 10% 572  1,308 20% 3,055 4,983
HHS 149 162 — 0% 43 7 31% 112 56
OPM       62 62 — 0% 6 7 21% 37 12
SSA 136 110 26 24% 22   9 28% 53 26
VA    147 95 52 55% 25  23 51% 47 44

Subtotal       494 429 65 15% 96 46 33% 249 138
Total        10,034 9,943 969 0.9% 534 1,184 17% 3,304 5,121

KEY:  Average and Above  
*Other: Agencies list various other reasons for non-disclosure including "request withdrawn", "referral", "fee-related", "not reasonably described", "not a proper 
FOIA request", "not an agency record", "duplicate request", and "available from another source". 

 



The Results of FOIA Appeals by Agency, 1999 

Department/Agency Appeals 
Received 

Appeals 
Processed Backlog  Percent 

Backlog Full Grant Partial 
Grant 

Percent 
Granted 

Denial 
Upheld Other* 

Agriculture 289 207 82 40% 41 47 43% 93 60
Commerce 71 40 31 78% 4 10 35% 18 30
Defense 1,091 1,064 27 3% 50 177 21% 575 310
Education 25 24 1 4% 3 3 25% 14 4
Energy   82 83 — 0% 6 36 51% 28 47
HUD 42 42 — 0% 2 5 17% 24 11
Interior 261 289 — 0% 12 45 20% 93 129
Justice 5,005 5,064 — 0% 131 709 17% 1583 2,641
Labor   267 367 — 0% 30 115 40% 57 165
State 133 151 — 0% 12 90 68% 38 11
Transportation   190 218 — 0% 16 37 24% 107 109
Treasury 2,005 2,037 — 0% 108 259 18% 397 1,415
AID 18 13 5 38% 5 1 46% 7 4
CIA 195 254 — 0% 2 39 16% 213 57
CPSC 26 26 — 0% 0 8 31% 14 4
EEOC 373 373 — 0% 24 88 30% 188 73
EPA 96 31 65 210% 1 1 6% 11 18
GSA   28 32 — 0% 4 15 59% 13 8
NARA 39 25 14 56% 0 20 80% 5 10
NASA 10 10 — 0% 1 3 40% 6 2
NLRB 42 42 — 0% 1 5 14% 31 6
NRC 13 13 — 0% 1 4 38% 2 6
NSF   4 4 — 0% 0 2 50% 1 2
SEC 41 26 15 58% 9 0 35% 14 6
SBA   40 40 — 0% 4 13 43% 17 8

Subtotal  10,386 10,475 200 2% 467 1732 21% 3,549 5,136
HHS 176 102 74 73% 23 12 34% 52 15
OPM 22 22 — 0% 5 2 32% 12 3
SSA 88 106 — 0% 18 13 29% 57 18
VA 138 106 32 30% 41 24 61% 41 53

Subtotal   424 336 88 26% 87 51 41% 162 89
Total   10,810 10,811 288 0.0% 554 1,783 22% 3,711 5,225

KEY: Above Average  
*Other: Agencies list various other non-disclosure reasons including "request withdrawn", "referral", "fee-related", "not reasonably described", "not a proper FOIA 
request", "not an agency record", "duplicate request", and "available from another source". 

 



The Results of FOIA Appeals by Agency, 2000 
Department/ 

Agency 
Appeals 
Received 

Appeals 
Processed Backlog Percent 

Backlog Full Grant Partial 
Grant 

Percent 
Granted 

Denial 
Upheld Other* 

Agriculture  227 168 59 35% 28 42 42% 68 40
Commerce      66 99 — 0% 7 22 29% 56 14
Defense       896 1,058 — 0% 39 193 22% 473 417
Education  38 19 19 100% 4  1 26% 6 8
Energy   86 83 3 4% 1  24 30% 36 77
HUD 52 52 — 0% 2 6 15% 32 12
Interior    277 266 11 4% 6   40 17% 29 102
Justice    4,547 4,896 — 0% 104 432 11% 1909 2451
Labor   301 343 — 0% 9 98 31% 93 143
State   118 124 — 0% 11 61 58% 38 14
Transportation       193 196 — 0% 3 32 18% 97 64
Treasury    1,496 1,598 — 0% 93  237 21% 452 817
AID 5 4 1 25% 0   0 0% 4 3
CIA       258 277 — 0% 2 33 13% 196 46
CPSC   23 23 — 0% 0 5 22% 15 3
EEOC  393 393 — 0% 19 106 32% 217 51
EPA  109 127 — 0% 22 18 31% 9 78
GSA      14 11 3 27% 0 8 73% 3 0
NARA    47 59 — 0% 1 13 24% 45 0
NASA    18 18 — 0% 2 5 39% 11 5
NLRB    34 36 — 0% 3 6 25% 19 8
NRC 14 12 2 17% 3  2 42% 3 4
NSF       9 9 — 0% 0 0 0% 9 3
SEC 46 30 16 53% 4  3 23% 23 6
SBA 39 32 7 22% 3  4 22% 7 22

Subtotal       9,306 9,933 121 2% 366 1391 18% 3,850 4388
HHS  205 98 107 109% 19  14 34% 30 35
OPM      36 32 4 13% 5 5 31% 16 6
SSA  117 110 7 6% 28 27 50% 55 56
VA       88 75 13 17% 9 8 23% 38 20

Subtotal       446 315 131 42% 61 54 37% 139 117
Total       9,752 10,248 252 3% 427 1,445 18% 3,989 4,505

KEY: Above Average  
* Other: Agencies list various other reasons for  "non-disclosure" unrelated to exemptions, including "request withdrawn", "referral", "fee-related", "not reasonably 
described", "not a proper FOIA request", "not an agency record", "duplicate request", and "available from another source". 

 



The Results of FOIA Appeals by Agency, 2001 
Department/Agency Appeals 

Received 
Appeals 

Processed Backlog Percent 
Backlog Full Grant Partial 

Grant 
Percent 
Granted 

Denial 
Upheld Other* 

Agriculture  248 283 0 0% 51 77 45% 82 73
Commerce   88 101 0 0% 3 32 35% 42 24
Defense  823 927 0 0% 34 176 23% 436 388
Education 32 15 17 113% 3  2 33% 6 4
Energy 83 87 0 0% 1 34 40% 39 43
HUD 56 37 19 51% 0  12 32% 23 2
Interior 282 236 46 19% 125  20 61% 29 62
Justice       4,056 4,172 0 0% 58 96 4% 2,209 1,809
Labor 285 436 0 0% 26 165 44% 85 160
State 166 91 75 82% 6  47 58% 27 11
Transportation      200 212 0 0% 16 34 24% 105 57
Treasury  1,307 2,017 0 0% 108  202 15% 604 1,103
AID  7 5 2 40% 1  0 20% 4 1
CIA 224 192 32 17% 6  36 22% 142 8
CPSC       27 27 0 0% 0 1 4% 12 14
EEOC 426 426 0 0% 25 115 33% 187 99
EPA 121 75 46 61% 20  15 47% 10 30
GSA  9 8 1 13% 0   1 13% 7 1
NARA 56 44 12 27% 0   2 5% 32 10
NASA 20 18 2 11% 2  5 39% 11 1
NLRB      45 44 1 2% 4 6 23% 34 3
NRC 20 19 1 5% 4  4 42% 9 4
NSF       7 7 0 0% 0 0 0% 3 5
SEC      39 41 0 0% 10 3 32% 28 23
SBA      21 22 0 0% 2 9 50% 6 5

Subtotal      8,648 9,542 254 3% 505 1,094 17% 4,172 3,940
HHS 184 128 56 44% 15   15 23% 46 52
OPM       22 22 0 0% 1 2 14% 11 10
SSA       165 155 10 6% 10 16 17% 102 27
VA 123 116 7 6% 39 31 60% 10 36

Subtotal       494 421 73 17% 65 64 31% 169 125
Total        9,142 9,963 327 -8.2% 570 1,158 17% 4,341 4,065

KEY: Average and Above  
* Other: Agencies list various other reasons for "non-disclosure" including "request withdrawn", "referral", "fee-related", "not reasonably described", "not a 
proper FOIA request", "not an agency record", "duplicate request", and "available from another source". 
 



The Results of FOIA Appeals by Agency, 2002 
Department/ 

Agency 
Appeals 
Received 

Appeals 
Processed Backlog Percent 

Backlog 
Full 

Grant 
Partial 
Grant 

Percent 
Granted 

Denial 
Upheld Other* 

Agriculture  275 164 111 68% 49 48 59% 67 96
Commerce      73 78 0 0% 7 12 24% 25 34
Defense      708 928 0 0% 57 141 21% 354 376
Education    28 13 15 115% 0   2 15% 11 11
Energy      75 71 4 6% 0 17 24% 32 22
HUD    78 58 20 34% 1   7 14% 35 15
Interior   236 165 71 43% 66  17 50% 82 74
Justice  3,746 3,491 255 7% 81   190 8% 1,333 1,887
Labor      263 319 0 0% 10 130 44% 66 113
State 217 184 33 18% 11  115 68% 43 15
Transportation       146 184 0 0% 12 22 18% 58 92
Treasury     911 1,010 0 0% 30 165 19% 605 210
AID      4 6 0 0% 0 2 33% 0 4
CIA  183 224 0 0% 0 29 13% 162 33
CPSC       13 12 1 8% 0 0 0% 10 2
EEOC      416 416 0 0% 15 151 40% 71 179
EPA  91 105 0 0% 4 13 16% 14 74
GSA  14 11 3 27% 0  8 73% 3 0
NARA      20 19 1 5% 5 2 37% 12 10
NASA      21 21 0 0% 2 6 38% 11 2
NLRB      42 43 0 0% 5 7 28% 23 8
NRC      11 15 0 0% 3 0 20% 7 5
NSF       6 7 0 0% 0 1 14% 4 2
SEC    81 55 26 47% 14  3 31% 38 29
SBA      18 20 0 0% 1 8 45% 6 5

Subtotal       7,676 7,619 540 7% 373 1,096 19% 3,072 3,298
HHS 159 161 0 0% 23 15 24% 28 95
OPM       25 25 0 0% 1 5 24% 25 10
SSA  96 112 0 0% 22 20 38% 45 25
VA  93 117 0 0% 6 14 17% 61 36

Subtotal       373 415 0 0% 52 54 26% 159 166
Total       8,049 8,034 540 0.2% 425 1,150 20% 3,231 3,464

KEY: Above Average  
*Other: Agencies list various other reasons for non-disclosure including "request withdrawn", "referral", "fee-related", "not reasonably described", "not a 
proper FOIA request", "duplicate request", and "available from another source". 

 



The Results of FOIA Appeals by Agency, 2003 
Department/ 

Agency 
Appeals 
Received 

Appeals 
Processed Backlog Percent 

Backlog Full Grant Partial 
Grant 

Percent 
Granted 

Denial 
Upheld Other* 

Agriculture  207 177 30 17% 44 49 53% 29 55
Commerce      72 74 — 0% 7 13 27% 25 29
Defense      616 749 — 0% 41 104 19% 289 315
Education    24 12 12 100% 0   0 0% 11 1
Energy       40 47 — 0% 1 1 4% 8 37
Homeland Sec.    1,211 414 797 193% 7   33 10% 137 237
HUD 63   48 15 31% 0   7 15% 25 16
Interior   251 152 99 65% 62  12 49% 10 68
Justice       3,574 4,357 — 0% 89 183 6% 1764 2321
Labor  249 225 24 11% 11  100 49% 46 68
State    273 160 113 71% 6  70 48% 61 23
Transportation      77 127 — 0% 17 23 31% 39 48
Treasury 683      751 — 0% 12 37 7% 576 126
AID    12 3 9 300% 0  3 100% 0 0
CIA 211 233 — 0% 0 38 16% 139 46
CPSC       15 15 — 0% 2 0 13% 12 1
EEOC   352 352 — 0% 7 87 27% 176 82
EPA 137 152 — 0% 8 31 26% 42 71
GSA 15 14 1 7% 2  6 57% 3 3
NARA    11 11 — 0% 2 2 36% 5 2
NASA   20 20 — 0% 2 4 30% 14 0
NLRB    25 25 — 0% 3 7 40% 14 4
NRC 15 13 2 15% 2  1 23% 6 4
NSF       2 2 — 0% 0 0 0% 2 0
SEC    105 73 32 44% 6  10 22% 29 28
SBA 22 23 — 0% 4 5 39% 5 9

Subtotal       8,282 8,229 53 1% 335 826 14% 3,467 3,594
HHS 178 187 — 0% 18 20 20% 52 97
OPM  34 34 — 0% 4 4 24% 17 9
SSA       160 191 — 0% 10 18 15% 55 108
VA    93 77 16 21% 7   4 14% 47 19

Subtotal       465 489 16 0% 39 46 17% 171 233
Total        8,747 8,718 69 0% 374 872 14% 3,638 3,827

KEY: Above Average  
*Other: Agencies list various other reasons for "non-disclosure" including "request withdrawn", "referral", "fee-related", "not reasonably described", "not a 
proper FOIA request", "duplicate request", and "available from another source". 
 



The Results of FOIA Appeals by Agency, 2004 
Department/ 

Agency 
Appeals 
Received 

Appeals 
Processed Backlog Percent 

Backlog Full Grant Partial 
Grant 

Percent 
Granted 

Denial 
Upheld Other* 

Agriculture  246 160 86 54% 36 47 52% 41 36
Commerce      79 68 11 16% 7 10 25% 31 20
Defense      624 933 0 0% 30 162 21% 433 308
Education       25 59 0 0% 1 9 17% 36 13
Energy       32 28 3 14% 0 4 14% 4 20
Homeland Sec. 2,187 722 1,465 203% 6   30 5% 136 550
HUD 61   45 16 36% 3   4 16% 30 8
Interior   254 67 187 279% 32  6 57% 7 22
Justice       3,004 2,933 71 2% 33 157 6% 1,121 1,622
Labor      335 313 22 7% 16 92 35% 79 126
State      368 294 74 25% 9 165 59% 100 20
Transportation      118 101 17 17% 9 12 21% 40 40
Treasury 388      504 0 0% 9 30 8% 278 187
AID    11 8 3 38% 1  1 25% 6 0
CIA       220 273 0 0% 0 45 16% 155 73
CPSC       15 13 2 15% 0 0 0% 13 2
EEOC      415 372 43 12% 39 91 35% 176 75
EPA       117 105 12 11% 9 9 17% 18 65
GSA      4 4 0 0% 0 1 25% 3 0
NARA       6 6 0 0% 0 1 12% 2 3
NASA      22 22 0 0% 0 8 36% 13 1
NLRB      49 47 2 4% 2 11 28% 25 9
NRC      10 12 0 0% 0 4 33% 4 4
NSF      6 6 0 0% 2 1 50% 3 0
SEC      229 202 27 13% 39 34 36% 126 3
SBA      28 28 0 0% 0 13 46% 5 6

Subtotal       8,853 7,325 2,041 28% 283 947 17% 2,885 3,213
HHS 168 132 36 27% 17  21 29% 50 44
OPM       33 29 4 14% 1 1 7% 21 6
SSA      76 96 0 0% 19 8 28% 46 23
VA       117 148 0 0% 10 9 13% 34 95

Subtotal       394 405 40 0% 47 39 21% 151 168
Total        9,247 7,730 2,081 20% 330 986 17% 3,036 3,381

KEY: Above Average  
*Other: Agencies list various other "non-disclosure" reasons including "request withdrawn", "referral", "fee-related", "not reasonably described", "not a proper 
FOIA request", "not an agency record", "duplicate request", and "available from another source". 
 



The Results of FOIA Appeals by Agency, 2005 
Department/ 

Agency 
Appeals 
Received 

Appeals 
Processed Backlog Percent 

Backlog Full Grant Partial 
Grant 

Percent 
Granted 

Denial 
Upheld Other* 

Agriculture   229 162 67 41% 29  54 51% 32 47
Commerce   57 40 17 43% 0  5 13% 19 16
Defense     563 798 0 0% 25 149 22% 370 254
Education     40 39 1 3% 3 7 26% 7 22
Energy   49 46 3 7% 0 5 11% 11 30
Homeland Sec. 1,389 885 504 57% 38  67 12% 204 576
HUD 47 33 14 42% 2  3 15% 28 0
Interior   189 157 32 20% 52 11 40% 14 80
Justice  2,921 2,441 480 20% 13 126 6% 747 1505
Labor 364 188 176 94% 10  48 31% 36 94
State 326 243 83 34% 11  137 61% 82 13
Transportation     125 136 0 0% 14 24 28% 47 51
Treasury     327 413 0 0% 14 39 13% 321 39
AID 3 1 2 33% 0  0 0% 1 0
CIA 230 233 0 0% 3 59 27% 100 71
CPSC  19 19 0 0% 0 0 0% 19 0
EEOC     337 345 0 0% 34 135 49% 112 64
EPA 117 110 7 6% 6 24 27% 30 30
GSA 13 13 0 0% 4 4 62% 4 1
NARA   28 29 0 0% 1 5 21% 6 17
NASA   22 22 0 0% 4 2 27% 16 5
NLRB   36 38 0 0% 3 7 26% 22 6
NRC  14 12 2 17% 4 3 58% 1 4
NSF     6 6 0 0% 0 1 17% 5 0
SEC 348 244 104 43% 28  15 18% 201 0
SBA 20 16 4 25% 1  8 56% 3 4

Subtotal     7,819 6,669 1,496 22% 299 938 19% 2,438 2,929
HHS 223 164 59 36% 35  17 32% 40 72
OPM 23 23 0 0% 1 3 17% 13 6
SSA  69 70 0 0% 14 7 30% 37 12
VA 178 172 6 3% 9 20 17% 42 101

Subtotal       493 429 65 15% 59 47 25% 132 191
Total        8,312 7,098 1,561 17% 358 985 19% 2,570 3,120

KEY: Above Average  
*Other: Agencies list various other reasons for non-disclosure including "request withdrawn", "referral", "fee-related", "not reasonably described", "not a proper FOIA 
request", "not an agency record", "duplicate request", and "available from another source". 

 



The Results of FOIA Appeals by Agency, 2006 
Department/Agency Appeals 

Received 
Appeals 

Processed Backlog Percent 
Backlog Full Grant Partial 

Grant 
Percent 
Granted 

Denial 
Upheld Other* 

Agriculture   213 165 48 29% 29 37 40% 45 54
Commerce        71 84 0 0% 6 12 21% 28 38
Defense        1,010 747 263 35% 23 111 18% 324 289
Education        18 29 0 0% 3 8 31% 13 5
Energy      54 50 4 8% 2 6 16%  11 31
Homeland Sec.    1,346 950 396 42% 29  95 13%  282 544
HUD 45     35 10 29% 3 2 14%  18 12
Interior      216 167 49 29% 11 18 17%  64 74
Justice    3,278 1,970 1,308 66% 10  75 4%  578 1,307
Labor        336 303 33 11% 18 95 37% 42 148
State    264 138 126 91% 4    54 42% 76 4
Transportation        104 136 0 0% 14 28 31% 32 62
Treasury      328 360 0 0% 6 46 14%  296 12
AID    7 4 3 75% 0    0 0% 1 291
CIA        166 203 0 0% 7 31 19% 115 50
CPSC      29 29 0 0% 0 5 17%  23 1
EEOC        321 321 0 0% 17 125 44% 98 81
EPA        114 202 0 0% 11 42 26% 82 65
GSA        27 27 0 0% 4 8 44% 10 5
NARA    26 13 13 100% 1    2 23% 3 7
NASA        14 13 1 8% 1 2 23% 4 6
NLRB        24 23 1 4% 1 4 22% 14 4
NRC        10 11 0 0% 2 3 45% 2 101
NSF      7 7 0 0% 1 0 14%  4 2
SEC      420 334 86 26% 25 25 15%  179 115
SBA        29 33 0 -12% 1 8 27% 7 17

Subtotal    8,477 6,354 2,337 37% 229  842 17%  2,351 3,325

HHS   218   209 9 4% 53 27 38% 62 67
OPM   18 18 0 0% 0 3 17% 10 5
SSA 77 72 5 7% 11 7 25% 38 16
VA 231 201 30 15% 19 27 23% 18 137

Subtotal 544 500 44 9% 83   64 29% 128 225
KEY: Average and Above Average and Below  

*Other:   Agencies list various other  reasons for non-disclosure including "request withdrawn", "referral", "fee-related", "not reasonably described", "not a 
proper FOIA request", "not an agency record", "duplicate request", and "available from another source". 
 


